
   

 

Page 1 of 5 
 

 
WEEKLY CONFLICT SUMMARY | 29 APRIL – 5 MAY 2019 

 

WHOLE OF SYRIA SUMMARY 
 

¶ NORTHWEST | The situation in the Idleb pocket deteriorated this week 
with government forces advancing just after the reporting period ended. 
Elsewhere, a temporary upsurge in conflict was recorded in the Tel Rifaat 
pocket. 
 

¶ SOUTH & CENTRAL | Attacks against Syrian government-aligned 
personnel increased in the south, with three attacks recorded in Quneitra 
and As Sweida Governorates. Further east, the government announced an 
anti-ISIS operation along the Iraqi border as ISIS attacked its forces near 
Sokhneh and Deir Ez Zor. 

 
¶ NORTHEAST | Protest were held in several cities in Deir Ez Zor 

Governorate. Unexploded ordnance and left-over landmines were 
detonated.   
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NORTHWEST SYRIA1 

Following the previous week’s spike in conflict, the situation in the Idleb pocket 
continued to deteriorate. A significant rise in Syrian and/or Russian airstrikes 
were documented this week, with 124 events recorded, contrasting to the 39 
recorded in the first three weeks of April. This activity included airstrikes that 
struck fortified berms, likely to breach HTS frontline positions in the southwest, 
especially near Kurnaz town. Aerial activity this week switched from focusing on 
internal areas of the enclave to increasingly affecting frontline positions in the 
southwest portions of the pocket. 

Syrian government barrel bombings in the northwest also increased this week, 
with at least 106 events recorded between 29 April and 5 May. This activity largely 
affected the Al Mar’a and Suqaylabiyeh districts of Idleb and Hama, which received 
75% (80) of the recorded events in Idleb and Hama governorates this week.2 It 
represented the first barrel bombings on the enclave since September 2018 and is 
typically associated with preparations for an assault. 

Further arrivals of large numbers of specialist government troops and equipment 
were also recorded along frontlines this week. The Tiger Forces’ Tarmeeh group3 
arrived in the Madiq Castle area, while Russian forces brought military 
engineering and logistical re-enforcements to the Hiyalin village area in northern 
Hama. Rumors of Iranian-aligned militias also arriving to the frontlines were 
circulated. 

Government shelling focusing heavily on the Idleb pocket also continued (154 
documented events), despite two more official Turkish patrols this week (Figure 
2). Of note, an artillery round impacted a Turkish observation post near the town 
of Jebal Shashab, the first such impact since the position was established in early 
2018. 

 

                                                        
1 Figure 1 denotes dominant actors’ control and influence. Russia, Iran, Hezbollah and Iraqi militias 
maintain a presence in Syrian government dominated territory. Non-state organized armed groups 

https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1123323598805057537
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrian-army-special-forces-head-to-idlib-axis-for-upcoming-offensive-video/
https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1122942190173523968
https://in.reuters.com/article/syria-security-northwest-idINKCN1SB02G
https://acleddata.com/
https://www.mei.edu/sites/default/files/2018-11/TigerForces.pdf


https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1125032834337472513
https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1124403984209457152
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/jihadist-rebels-launch-new-attack-in-northeastern-latakia/
https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1125005044376637440
https://syriadirect.org/news/latest-military-escalation-in-idlib-creates-new-wave-of-displaced/
https://twitter.com/Kyruer/status/1124663868930895877
https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1125000960315727872
https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1123647252055187457
https://syriadirect.org/news/%E2%80%9Ca-true-disaster%E2%80%9D-%E2%80%A6-continuous-escalation-in-north-western-syria-displaces-tens-of-thousands/
http://tass.com/politics/1056765
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
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the Idleb pocket north of Kurnaz town, taking Tal Othman hill from HTS. The 
situation remains fluid at the time of writing 

http://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/bfb5b7f0-c520-4d4b-9c02-3c9f5ee3126f
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-syria-security-rebels-kurds/turkey-backed-syrian-rebels-launch-attack-into-kurdish-held-area-idUSKCN1SA0KW
/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/weekly_conflict_summary_15to21april2019.pdf
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/russian-military-withdraws-from-key-town-in-northern-aleppo-syrian-army-warns-turkey-to-stay-away/
https://www.zamanalwsl.net/news/article/104116/


https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrian-army-launches-new-operation-to-eliminate-isis-from-iraqi-border-region/

