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NORTHWEST SYRIA

Elevated levels of Government of Syria (GoS) military activity continued to target
the Hayyat Tahrir ash Sham (HTS)-dominated Idleb enclave this week, affecting at
least 46 communities,2, Aerial bombardment activity also increased during the
period, with 10 strikes, compared to one the previous period.

A notable concentration of GoS activity was also seen in the HTS/Turkistan Islamic
Party (TIP)-held Kabani and Sirmaniya towns, in northeast Latakia Governorate.
These areas saw seven of this week’s ten aerial bombardments
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Figure 3: HTS and Other Groups Shelling of GoS Areas in Northwest Syria Since 1 August. Data from
ACLED and The Carter Center.

In the Turkish-backed areas of northern Aleppo Governorate,4 high levels of
violence continued. In Afrin, Ahrar al Sham and Al Sham Corps units clashed for
unknown reasons. Two Ahrar al Sham fighters were found dead in Terhin town as
well. At least five improvised explosive device (IED) detonations also occurred
against armed groups in Jandairis (Nour al Din Al Zinki) and Aghtrin (Jabhat al
Sham), and against civilians in Kafr Kalbein, Azaz, and in Jandairis. In Jandairis a
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the capital in the past year, especially Eastern Ghouta®. This week’s activity is the
second time this month GoS forces have seized property in Eastern Ghouta.

Evidence of ISIS’s enduring presence in central areas of the country was reported
this week. The group conducted at least two ambushes against GoS and aligned
troops near Mayadeen, one of which resulted in an Iranian Republican Guard
Corps (IRGC) member being killed. ISIS also claimed three IED attacks against the
GoS-aligned Palestinian Al Quds Brigade, east of Tadmor City, and two Syrian
Army patrols near Sokhneh and in the Bishri Mountains. Pro-government sources
reported the latter attack resulted in Russian Military casualties.

This week’s ISIS activity comes two weeks after the completion of a month and a
half long anti-ISIS campaign by GoS and the start of a new operation on 17
September. There have been
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Hassakeh city. This brings the total number of recorded explosive detonations in
the two towns in 2019 to 16 and 30 respectively, 13 of which have involved
motorcycle IEDs.

Low-level conflict continued in the northeast, with at least five attacks against SDF
and aligned personnel in Tal Brak, Tal Hmeis, Shiheil, Hawayij, and Thiban. Four
attacks also impacted civilians, in the Omar Oil Field, where an IED targeted an oil
tanker, and in Tal Hmeis, Thiban, and Tayyana villages, where three civilians were
shot and killed. A home break-in also occurred in the al Rusafa neighbourhood of
Hassakeh city on 23 September, where a civilian was stabbed and killed.

For the fourth time this month, airstrikes targeted an Iranian-linked site in Abu
Kamal on 28 September.12 The attack remained unclaimed, although Israel is the
only actor that consistently targets
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