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Executive Summary

Allegations made by the National Government regarding a failed coup
attempt, the arrest of the Mayor of Caracas and the murder of a young student
during anti-government demonstrations in the city of San Cristobal by a security
agent have triggered an upsurge in political conflict during this reporting period,
thereby relegating electoral issues to the back burner.?

At the time this report was issued, the electoral authority had yet to
announce the date for parliamentary elections to be held in 2015, giving rise to
numerous speculations that even involved UNASUR and the Brazilian Foreign
Ministry. Yet, the CNE has continued its work on organizing activities leading up
to elections, including preparation of the primaries for the country’s two major
political forces. According to the announcement issued by the electoral body, the
primary elections of the Mesa de la Unidad Democrética (Democratic Unity Table-
MUD) will be held May 17 and the respective primaries of the United Socialist
Party of Venezuela (PSUV) will take place June 28.

The process of renewing authorities in the Electoral Branch also
concluded during this reporting period, with the two rulings handed down by the
Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court (TSJ): deeming baseless the appeal
for clarification filed by the Un Nuevo Tiempo party Deputy Stalin Gonzélez
regarding the provisional nature of the appointment of new rectors, and deeming
inadmissible the request for clarification regarding the procedure and
appointment of new electoral rectors by the Supreme Court, lodged by former
National Constituent Assembly Deputy Pablo Medina.

1 Because this newsletter’s deadline predates the US government’s executive order declaring Venezuela an
“unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy,” it is not mentioned, nor are
the internal and external reactions to this decree.




I. CONTEXT OF THE COUNTRY

In a speech broadcast on TV February 12, President Nicolds Maduro announced
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“endanger public and private buildings, for the purpose of inciting alarm and chaos
nationwide2 - see note).

The mayor’s arrest, however, served as a
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The situation created in the country following Ledezma'’s arrest also raised
concerns among multilateral organizations. The Union of South American Nations
(UNASUR) announced that it would be sending the foreign ministers of three countries
(Brazil, Colombia, and Ecuador), who had participated in the dialogue process in
Venezuela the year before, in order to establish a “direct relationship with the
Venezuelan government,” a visit that eventually
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In Venezuela, however, the delegation’s visit was assessed in diametrically
opposing ways, depending on the political leanings of the various different political
spokesmen. According to Foreign Minister Delcy Rodriguez, the visit was “positive,”
since it afforded members of the delegation the opportunity to obtain “evidence for the
coup attempt that took place in the country last February” directly from President
Maduro, (see note).

According to opposition sectors, the visit was largely perceived as a sign of
political support for the government of Nicolds Maduro. What made the visit not
“completely useless,” said Un Nuevo Tiempo (UNT) Latin American Parliament
(Parlatino) Deputy Delsa Soldrzano, was that opposition representatives had the
opportunity to provide members of the delegation with “a report on each of the court
proceedings against all 103 political prisoners” and to discuss the circumstances
surrounding the arrest of mayors Antonio Ledezma and Daniel Ceballos and of
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Ministry estimated that they might be held sometime between November and December
(see note).”

According to some opposition sectors, the CNE’s silence on the election date has
led to concerns over possible cancellation or postponement of elections. Miranda state
Governor Henrique Capriles said he believes events transpiring during the first months
of the year reveal the national government’s intent to “impose its own agenda and
destabilize the country,” thereby precluding the possibility of holding elections (see
note). He then said that the importance of parliamentary elections should not be
downplayed because, despite current circumstances, they will be the factor to “tip the
balance of power in Venezuela” (see note). According to Baruta Mayor Gerardo Blyde,
the CNE had not yet called for elections because the decision figures into the
government’s political calculations. “It would seem that no elections will be held if the
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On February 11, SUMATE asked the CNE to publish the “addresses and hours of
operation for the 1,568 registration centers activated to register and update the
Electoral Roll” with the understanding that ignorance of the exact location of these
centers and their hours of operation would mean “a clear limitation” to the registration
of new voters over 18 (see request). In the same vein, the Executive Secretary of the
MUD announced on February 20 that the opposition would ask the CNE for clarification
on issues announced by Rector Oblitas, specifically regarding placement of the new
voting centers at locations that had operated previously as government propaganda
centers, social mission headquarters or locations of the Great Venezuela Housing
Mission (Gran Mision Vivienda Venezuela). Moreover, Torrealba announced that they
would be asking the CNE to standardize registration centers because, in their opinion,
ignorance of their location and operation could constitute an obstacle to young people
looking to register in the Electoral Roll (see video).

Although the CNE announced the addresses and hours of operation of the 1,568
centers activated to register voters and update the Electoral Roll, most of the centers
reported were itinerant, so complaints on this matter persisted (see note).

On February 25, during the EMB’s first official press conference after renewal of
its members, its president Tibisay Lucena ratified the launch of pre-election cycle
activities, pointing out that the CNE has all the means necessary to guarantee that the
2015 elections will be held. Along with other topics, Lucena announced that the CNE had
requested official projections on population movements from the National Statistics


http://www.sumate.org/Parlamentarias/110215_Carta_a%20_rectora_Pdte_de_Comision_de_Registro_Civil_y_Electoral.pdf
http://www.noticias24.com/venezuela/noticia/274902/en-breve-la-mud-ofrecera-rueda-de-prensa-tras-detencion-de-antonio-ledezma/
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150211/cne-divulga-ubicacion-de-puntos-de-inscripcion-del-re
http://cne.gov.ve/web/sala_prensa/noticia_detallada.php?id=3312
http://www.el-nacional.com/politica/Primarias-MUD-proximo-mayo_0_578342261.html
http://www.cne.gob.ve/web/servicio_electoral/index_servicio_electoral.php

actually to be held on May 17, and that PSUV primaries would be held on the 28th of the
following month. In the note, the CNE asked the PSUV to “be flex
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